Introduction: Dental anomalies involving alterations in number, size and structure of teeth often present a major challenge for dental practitioners. Many of these undiagnosed and untreated dental anomalies may ultimately present complex clinical problems in the areas of orthodontics, prosthodontics, endodontics and restorative dentistry. Maxillary canines are important aesthetically and functionally, but impacted ones are more difficult and time consuming to treat. Permanent maxillary canine impaction has been reported in 1-5% of the population.
INTRODUCTION
Tooth impaction can be defined as the intraosseous position of the tooth after the expected time of eruption, whereas the anomalous infraosseous position of the canine before the expected time of eruption can be defined as a displacement.
Most of the time, palatal displacement of the maxillary canine results in impaction. 1 However it is possible to prevent possible maxillary canine impaction by recognizing the tooth displacements early.
Maxillary canines are important aesthetically and functionally, but impacted canines are more difficult and time consuming to treat. 1 The eruption of permanent maxillary canine represents a complex series of events, mostly genetically based, whereby eruptive movements of the tooth germ taking place at a predetermined time and route enable the maxillary canine to find its antagonist at a predetermined occlusal plane. 
DISCUSSION
Information on dental anomalies in patients is fundamental for treatment planning. Various prevalence rates were reported among different ethnic groups. Ethnic background may vary the prevalence rates of some anomalies. Traits that may occur more commonly in certain ethnic groups may be considered specific to that population. 4 According to Stecker et al; dental practitioners who are aware of ethnic differences in the occurrence of dental anomalies will be more aware in finding them during the routine examinations, and may be predictive of normal patterns of tooth development and/or eruption, allowing for prompt clinical intervention to avoid complicating pathology. 5 Apart from third molars, impacted maxillary canines are the most common eruption disturbance in permanent dentition. There has been extensive research on this subject. Through these researches, the general tendencies of maxillary canine impaction have been repeatedly proven by many researchers. 6 The prevalence of maxillary canine impaction in our study was 5.29%, which is slightly higher than other studies. The prevalence of maxillary canine impaction was reported to be 1.7% in Swedish population; which was twice more common in females (1.17%) than in males (0.51%),and reported 2.2%
in Turkish population. 7 Studies reported 3% prevalence each in Saudi and Indian populations. 8, 9 The incidence of canine impaction was reported 8.4% in Greek population. 10 The highest reported prevalence rates of maxillary canine impaction were 12.33% in Pakistani 11 and 14.45% in Australian populations. 12 Ericson found the rate of impacted maxillary canines in the range of 0.9-2%. 13 Ali Gashi et al investigated the prevalence of impacted maxillary canine in a Kosovar population using the records of 8101 subjects. It was found that the prevalence of impacted maxillary canines was 1.62%.
It was also found that impaction of maxillary canines had ten times more occurrence than the mandibular canines.
14 Females have been reported to be more frequently affected by maxillary canine impactions. 15 However, the current result does not support the previous report although there is not much difference. It may be due to lesser number of sample size and requires further investigation with large samples. The present study also has a limitation that the sample population was only representative from a group of orthodontic patients.
CONCLUSION
The overall prevalence of impacted maxillary canines is found to be 5.29% among Nepalese patients requiring orthodontic treatment. The occurence of impacted maxillary canine is slightly higher in males than females.
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